16                        INTRODUCTORY  LECTURE.
Make me shine as a mask of gold.
May I be precious in thy sight as a goblet (?) of glass.
Burn up (?) my evil, knit together my life; bind together
thy altar, that I may set up thine image. Let me pass from my evil, and let me be kept with thee. Enlighten me and let me dream a favourable dream. May the  dream that I dream be  favourable;   may the
dream that I dream, be established. Turn the dream that I dream into a blessing. May Makhir the god of dreams rest upon my head. Yea, let me enter into   E-Sagil, the palace  of the gods,
the temple of life. To Merodach, the  merciful, to   blessedness, to  prospering
hands, entrust me.
Let me exalt thy greatness, let me magnify thy divinity. Let the men of niy city honour thy mighty deeds/
(Sayce, Hib'bert Lectures, p. 355.)
A Vedic Prayer. Eig-veda VII. 89:
1.  Let me not yet, 0 Varuna, enter into the house of clay;  have mercy, almighty, have mercy!
2.  If I go   along   trembling,  like  a   cloud   driven   by the wind;  have mercy, almighty, have mercy 1
3.  Through want  of strength, thou  strong  and bright god, have I gone to the wrong shore; have mercy, almighty, have mercy!
4.  Thirst  came  upon  the worshipper, though  he  stood in the midst of the waters;   have mercy, almighty, have mercy!
5.  Whenever we  men,   0 Yaruwa,   commit   an  offence before  the  heavenly  host;   whenever  we  break the   law through thoughtlessness ; hurt us not, 0 God, for this offence!
(M. M., History of Ancient Sanskrit Literature, p. 540.)